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About the Enfield Society Records and Research Group 
 
The Enfield Society Records and Research Group is one of nine special interest 
groups within the Enfield Society. 

https://enfieldsociety.org.uk/special-interest-groups/ 

Th Group aims to captures the changing face of Enfield in written and photographic 
records and collect archive material. 

Purpose of the Research 
The purpose of the research was to understand the origins of the Enfield Chase Green 
Belt.  
Documents Researched  
During a number of visits to the London Metropolitan Archives (LMA) during February 
and March 2024, members of the Records and Research Group located a number of 
documents from the 1930s relating to the establishment of the Green Belt in Enfield. 
The documents are as follows: 

• The Act for the Division of Enfield Chase, 1777 
 

• Article from The Herald, 7 August 1936: “The £315,000 Green Belt Scheme” 
 

• MCC/MIN/1/498 The minutes of the General Purposes Committee of 30 July 
1936. Item 10 “Proposed Green Belt: Enfield Chase.” (Minute Books pages 
128-30) 
 

• Article from the Middlesex Advertiser, 11 September 1937: “London’s Green 
Belt: What Middlesex is doing – A Tour of Inspection.” And accompanying map 
of Middlesex Green Belt land acquisitions including land in Enfield at the Duchy 
of Lancaster, Trinity College Cambridge and Whitewebbs (leaf in 
LCC/CL/PK/1/96) 
 

• Letter from Clerk of MCC dated 18 June 1937 regarding the purchase of 190 
acres of land from Trinity College Cambridge GLC/DG/AR/09/007/01  
 

• Letter from the Chief Assistant Valuer dated 25 June 1937 regarding the 
purchase of 590 acres of land from Trinity College Cambridge  

 

We were unable to locate any documents within the LMA collection regarding the 
glebe (church) lands within the former Enfield Chase area at Vicarage farm or south 
of Enfield Road, although documents in the Enfield Local Studies Library indicated 
that although leased to a tenant farmer by the church, the ‘patrons’ were Trinity College 
Cambridge.   

https://enfieldsociety.org.uk/special-interest-groups/
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Description 
The Act for the Division of Enfield Chase, 1777 

The extract from the first page of the Act makes clear that the main beneficiaries of the division 
of the Chase were to be the ‘Master, Fellows and Scholars’ of Trinity College, Cambridge, and 
through their patronage the Vicar of Enfield, as well as a number of other ‘freeholders and 
copyholders’. The remainder of the land was held by the Duchy of Lancaster to provide income 
to the monarchy through rents from tenant farmers. 

Middlesex 

The context for the purchase of land for the purposes of Green Belt is set out within two 
newspaper articles in 1936, one dated 7 August 1936 in the Herald and the other of 11 
September in the Middlesex Advertiser. 

The piece in the Advertiser, was entitled “London’s Green Belt. What Middlesex is doing. A 
Tour of Inspection” and describes a tour of the areas that Middlesex County was planning to 
acquire for inclusion in the Green Belt.  

The extract from the map accompanying the article below indicates the location of the Duchy 
of Lancaster land (including land between Hadley Road, north and south of The Ridgeway, 
and at Hadley Wood and Wrotham Park) amount to 2,005 acres, and the 590 acres between 
the Ridgeway and the railway line at Rectory Farm and Crews Hill Golf Course, and at 
Whitewebbs. 
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The Advertiser article situates the purchase of ‘Enfield’s Treasures’ within the context of rapid 
urbanisation and loss of the Middlesex countryside observed on a tour of the lands proposed 
for purchase. 

“we can say at once that the visitation was quite a revelation (as it would be to many 
people) of what the county possesses in the way of truly beautiful and still unspoiled 
country scenes and impressive view-points. It is surprising, indeed, to find so much 
quite natural beauty in a county that is said to be filling up so fast that a population 
equal to the City of Gloucestershire is added to the urban total every year. A statement 
of that kind carries the implication that enormous areas of land are being absorbed by 
the builder, and from that aspect alone – as well as to secure the health and sanity of 
the people – it is a grand work that the County Council is doing in preserving large 
slices of the remaining open country for the future edification of the residents.” 

The piece in the Herald, subtitled “Historical Interest Revived” sets the purchase of the Duchy 
of Lancaster lands within the context of the historic Duchy of Lancaster and Enfield Chase, 
and notes the “many ‘collisions’ between new settlers and ‘natives’ who, as commoners, 
claimed various right of user land” including “mustage for swine”.  

The Duchy of Lancaster land 

The Minutes of the MCC General Purposes Committee of 30 July 1936, discussing the 
purchase of the Duchy of Lancaster lands, states that 

“The major portion is in the ownership of the Duchy of Lancaster, is a beautiful open 
tract of typically English countryside of approximately 2,005 acres, and is situated on 
both sides of the Ridgeway.  This estate is the last remaining portion in the hands of 
the Crown of the ancient chase which was, no doubt, a tract of the ancient forest of 
Middlesex, and which, since the time of Henry IV, has remained a portion of the estates 
of the Duchy of Lancaster.  In the year 1676 it was recorded by Evelyn, the diarist, that 
it was then 25 miles in circumference and contained 3,000 deer.  In Tudor days it was 
a favourite resort for royalty for “The hunting of the hart.”  (p128) 

The Minutes of the MCC General Purposes Committee of 30 July 1936 states that 

“The matter was brought before the Council of the Duchy, who intimated that having 
in mind the national nature of the object in view, it was prepared to consider the 
question of disposing of the lands for the purpose of the “Green Belt”, but that, 
inasmuch as there were historic associations in connection therewith, an assurance 
would be required as to their preservation from building development and that they 
would be maintained as far as possible in their present condition.” (p129) 

The documents make clear that the purpose of the Green Belt land to be acquired was as a 
public amenity: “No objection would be made would be made to such parts as might be 
required from time to time as playing fields being so laid out, nor to the public being given 
greater access through the lands by means of additional footpaths.” 

“It is not proposed that the present tenancies should be terminated but that the lands 
should be maintained as nearly as possible in their present condition, suitable 
additional rights-of-way being opened through the lands in order to afford the public 
opportunities for enjoying the amenities.” (p129) 

The Committee report notes that the acquisition of the Duchy land would be “the largest single 
purchase of land ever undertaken by the County Council” but that this would be worthwhile in 
light of the historic and amenity value of the land. Therefore “the [Middlesex] County Council 
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would be recommended to proceed with the acquisition if the Enfield Council would contribute 
15 per cent of the balance of the cost after deduction of the amount of the contribution of the 
London County Council”.  
 
The Trinity College Land 
 
In relation to the acquisition of the Trinity College land, the following exchange of letters 
between the Clerk to the MCC and the Chief Assistant Valuer to the LCC states that 
 

“at the last moment the Enfield Urban District Council… has declined to contribute to 
the acquisition. In this circumstances, it is now proposed that the purchase should 
proceed and a portion of the land not exceeding 95 acres be re-sold for residential 
development in order to recoup a part of the cost. The County Council has conferred 
with the Trinity College Authorities upon this proposal, and although the College would 
prefer that the whole of the land should be reserved as part of the Green Belt, they are 
willing, in the circumstances, to permit the above amount of development subject to 
the high land along The Ridgewat and also Crews Hill Golf Course being kept free from 
development.” 

 

Key findings 
 
From the review of the documents, the following key findings emerge: 

• Whereas in most areas the Green Belt was created as a policy designation, in 
Middlesex there was a concerted effort to purchase the finest areas of land for 
the purposes of the keeping that land open in perpetuity as a public amenity. 
 

• The context for the Green Belt purchase was the rapid loss of the Middlesex 
countryside, and the Green Belt was created in order to saved what remained. 
 

• The main reasons for acquisition of land for Green Belt purposes in Enfield were 
because of its association with the historic Enfield Chase hunting preserve and 
the scenic qualities of the landscape, as the Advertiser put it “to secure the 
health and sanity of the people”.  
 

• The fact that the funding for the purchase of the Chase Green Belt was led by 
Middlesex County Council and London County Council indicates the perceived 
strategic importance of the Enfield Chase Green Belt to London. 
 

It appears likely that Vicarage Farm was retained by the church for the purpose of 
providing an ongoing income to support the Vicar of Enfield and the church more 
generally in the long term.  

The Enfield Preservation Society (renamed the Enfield Society in 2007) was founded 
in 1936, the same year as the Enfield Green Belt purchase.  
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Extract from the Act for the Division of Enfield Chase, 1777 
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The Herald, 7 August 1936 
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Middlesex Advertiser, 11 September 1936  
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Enlargement of the map provided with the Advertiser article, showing that the majority of land purchased was in Enfield. 

 

London Metropolitan Archives: LCC/CL/PK/1/96  Green Belt – General Papers 1935-1965. 
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Middlesex County Council General Purposes Committee, 30 July 1936,  

 

Page 128 
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Page 129 
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Leter from Clerk of Middlesex County Council , 18th June 1937 

 

Document Reference at London Metropolitan Archives LC/DG/AR/09/007/01  
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Leter from Chief Assistant Valuer London County Council, 25 June 
1937 

 

 



16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 
 

Leter from Clerk to Middlesex County Council, 16 July 1937 
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