
Hadley Wood Neighbourhood Planning Forum 

Our Application 

We wish to apply to be recognised as the Hadley Wood Neighbourhood Planning Forum and to 

establish the Hadley Wood Neighbourhood Planning Area.   A list of founding members, a map 

showing the extent of the area and our constitution are attached. 

Introduction 

Hadley Wood is a distinct residential community on the north western edge of the London Borough 

of Enfield.  It has developed around its railway station and, over the last one and a half centuries, has 

become a thriving commuter suburb.  Some 3600 people live in the area.  There is a church, primary 

school, small parade of shops, community centre, golf course, hotel and public open spaces. 

In terms of planning policies, the area is covered by the London Plan, Enfield’s Local Plan and there is 

a Conservation Area Statement for the area around the station.  The land abutting the currently built 

up area of Hadley Wood falls with LB Enfield, LB Barnet and Hertsmere DC Green Belt. 

There are no significant development sites within the area but change is typified by residential 

extensions and the knocking down or remodelling of existing homes and the building of additional 

detached homes or blocks of luxury flats within the original curtilage areas. 

We envisage that our neighbourhood plan will include development management policies relating to 

both extensions and new build homes, policies regarding the long term use and management of our 

open spaces, proposed uses for locally generated CIL receipts, and proposed improvements for our 

public realm.  We will also look to influence green belt and other policies and decisions within and 

around our area.  

Our relationship with existing community groups 

Hadley Wood is not a parished area.  However it has an existing, active residents group called the 

Hadley Wood Association (HWA).  Our application, although made under the requirements of the 

Localism Act 2010, has been developed in partnership with the HWA.  As such, although we 

recognise that our Neighbourhood Forum must stand as its own body, we wish to point out that the 

HWA  is supportive of the Forum, it’s chair is a member of the Forum and the Forum chair will be 

involved in the HWA. There will be strong links between the existing organisation and our emerging 

planning work. 

We have been in contact with the Coombe Close Residents Association, who represent people living 

in the far south of area towards Cockfosters.  This area is within LB Enfield but the boundary with LB 

Barnet runs directly to its south.  

We have met representatives from the Barnet Society, Hadley Residents Association and the Barnet 

Town Team, all of whom operate in LB Barnet. These organisations may wish to develop 



  

 

neighbourhood plans in their areas, and we will work with them across the borough boundaries as 

much as possible. 

Within our area, we have invited existing groups and organisations to join the Forum.  This has led to 

representatives from religious organisations and businesses being involved.  A full list of members is 

attached. 

How we have chosen our area 

Unlike many neighbourhoods, Hadley Wood is relatively naturally contained.  We have chosen an 

area which includes the exiting built up area and adjacent land within LB Enfield which influences on 

the character of the area and, if built upon in the future will effectively become functioning part of 

our built area.  

The area sits alongside the LB Barnet and Hertsmere DC.  We do not wish to set up a forum that 

straddles boundaries and so have used the administrative boundaries to inform the extent of our 

area. 

To the west the area includes all land within LB Enfield running along the borough boundary.  This 

includes homes on Camlet Way, Crescent  West  and Wagon Road, and open space that sits as a 

neighbour to these.  These open spaces include the fields off Bartmans Lane and Crescent West and  

the LB Enfield portion of Slopers Pond Farm.  Almost all of these spaces are within the Green belt, 

and we wish to include them so the forum can appropriately plan for their future should any 

changes to green belt policy or boundaries take place in years to come. If they are built upon the 

homes and new streets will become integral parts of our neighbourhood with identities very similar 

to existing streets, and we therefore wish to have a say about their long term future within our plan.  

We may also wish to include policies regarding public access and use of those areas open to all.    

To the south our proposed boundary again mirrors the borough boundary, which runs along the 

back of homes in Hadley Wood and the golf course.  South of this lies areas of Hadley Common and 

Hadley Woods within LB Barnet.  This area has its own trustees who do an excellent job managing 

the much valued public common and woodland.     

To the east our boundary follows Cockfosters Road, from the northern tip of the LB Enfield on Stagg 

Hill.  It runs down the eastern edge of Stage Hill highway land until it meets west lodge Hotel and the 

buildings that surround it.  The hotel complex is the only built up area to the east of Stagg 

Hill/Cockfosters Road.  These buildings sit at the end of the main route through Hadley Wood (Beech 

Hill) and we believe that this area has a functional and visual relationship with the core of our area 

and so have included the hotel and its surrounds up to its access road in our area.  

Moving south along the Cockfosters Road we propose to include a 150m strip of land within the 

fields to the east of the road up to the start of Trent Park.  These fields have a visual and functional 

link to Hadley Wood, and if built on at some point will effectively become part of our built up 

neighbourhood.  We therefore wish to have involvement in what might happen in this area as it 

fronts Cockfosters Road. 

The south east corner of our proposed area runs along the boundary of the golf course until it meets 

the borough boundary.  We did approach the Coombe Close Residents Association, who represent 



  

 

people living on the eastern part of Cockfosters Road and the residential streets that run north from 

it to the golf course to see if they wished to be included in our area.  Unfortunately they had not 

indicated a preference to date so we have not been able to included them.  

Our Forum Members  

We have taken great care to ensure all in our area know about our proposed Forum and have had 

the opportunity to join.  We held a public meeting in June 2014 and around 80 local people came 

along.  We posted a flyer about this meeting to every home and business in the area, and put up 

notices where passers-by could see them.   

We have also written a series of articles explaining what neighbourhood planning is about and 

explaining how people can join in our local newsletter, which is delivered to all homes.  We have set 

up a distinct HadleyWoodPlan email address for people wanting more information or to offer 

suggestions and ideas, and are in the process of setting up a website.    

We produced an application form to formalise the membership process.  This form was reproduced 

in the Hadley Wood news which was sent to every home in the area.  We also printed copies of the 

form and left them with local businesses to fill in and distribute. 

As a result we have received 45 valid applications.  These include 5 people who work in the area (1 

of which also lives in the area). These represent 4 of the shops/businesses within the parade on 

Crescent West  and Hadley Wood Golf Club.  The local hotel, nursing home, nursery and some of the 

builders operating in the area have also been contacted. Other members have indicated that they 

represent the church, the Hadley Wood Association and other local clubs.  Two local councillors have 

joined.  

We asked people about their age, length of association with the area, whether they lived and/or 

worked in the area etc.  The results are attached.   

Hadley Wood is not a particularly diverse area, but we do have members from across the age range, 

the youngest in their twenties and the oldest in their nineties.  Many members did not want to give 

information about ethnicity, religion etc. but the results from those who did  show representation 

from a range of backgrounds. 

Our members have long standing interests in the area. Approximately 80% of members who gave 

details have been connected to the area for over 15 years, with 17 members connected for over 25 

years.   

We have invited people to join our email news list if they do not want to be fully fledged Forum 

members, and will keep people up to date in this way. 

We consider this is a relevant body in the context of the Localism Act 2011 for the purposes of 

making this application. 

 

 



Contact 

Under the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations one member of the proposed 

Neighbourhood Forum needs to be made public. 

Main contact – Esther Kurland,  34 Parkgate Crescent, Hadley Wood EN4 0NP  email - 

e@kurland.co.uk 


