
TWO FRONT DOORS

We believe the key to successful intergenerational living is to enable people to live 
together and apart at the same time, and for all to feel part of one vibrant community.
 
The benefits of sharing everyday life with a separate or an extended family should not 
come at the cost of loosing privacy. A framework for sharing space should acknowledge 
the variety of arrangements in which intergenerational living can take place, allow for 
degrees of openness to one another as well a buffer zone.
 
We’ve looked at traditional multigenerational living of Transylvanian villages and 
its mark on the built environment: typically houses come in pairs here, a larger one 
and a smaller one sharing an enclosed courtyard, barn and stables but with separate 
entries. Typically the youngest child inherits the farmstead and when married, the 
elderly parents move to the smaller house to make room for the new family in the 
larger house. At other stages of family life the small house could be occupied by adult 
children before they leave the nest.  
 
Here, a high rise housing development in Edmonton, a linked small and large 
apartment can share a room and a terrace while maintaining their autonomy – 2 front 
doors. 

Depending on the specific needs of inhabitants, the terrace can be completely 
separated and the shared room can become an extra space for either unit. The 
room could be an extension of the living room, a shared home office, guestroom or 
nursery.  It could be accessed from one of the units, from both or only from the terrace.  
Stacking vertically, the linked units increase and decrease in size, providing a mix of 
tenures which are stepped to form tiered terraces at the lower levels. This creates a 
colonnade to the conventional street elevation and a human scale to the community 
broadway. At ground floor level, live/work units face the broadway which also hosts 
community facilities, local businesses and event spaces. Between the units, the 
alternating communal courtyards and linked unit gardens add pockets of space off 
the broadway, creating a vibrant community streetfront.

FLEXIBILITY AND ADAPTABILITY OF THE LINKED UNIT

Larger 3/4 bed unit smaller 1/2 bed unit shared flexible room 
and terrace

were the corbaci’s. we have a linked unit here at 2 fronts. Its great for us. i can be right next to my parents, 

who are less able now and they can be right next to the kids. we have a shared room which we have set up as a 

snug, but it could be a bedroom, study or whatever it needs to be. our snug acts as a buffer between the two 

apartments and we retain our privacy when we need. we can open it right up for celebrations, when i need to 

help out mum and dad or when we want them to watch the kids for a few hours after school. my son also uses it 

to practice the cello in. mum will usually want to be there listening in!

LIVING TOGETHER AND APART



encourage interaction 
with community Broadway 
- shops, work, play, 
performance. 

allotments for all

sustainable energy

terraced balcanies 
allow more light in

collonade provides covered 

access and zero emissions 

charging points

all large units have 

potetntial to be linked 

with smaller units with a 

shared room and terrace

i run the community 
centre. we manage 
our resident task 
force. we have 
plumbers, carpenters, 
you name it! we 
encourage social 
interaction through 
mentorship and 
intergenerational 
learing

im a carpenter. i have 
a live/work unit here, 
that’s it behind me. i 
also mentor a couple 
of youngsters and 
am part of the task 
force, doing a bit of 
maintenance a couple 
of days a week for 
people on the estate.

i work in the cafe 
down on our broadway. 
its the heart of our 
community, i know 
everyone here and they 
know me. im the person 
to go to if you want 
the gossip! i attend a 
couple of the evening 
classes organised by 
the community centre

we work in the 
community shop. we 
sell some of our own 
produce too!
i’m giving a skill 
share on pruning 
this afternoon at 
allotment 17 and 
daniel’s brass band is 
performing tomorrow

COMMUNITY TASK FORCE AND INTERGENERATIONAL LEARNING

THE PRIVATE, THE SHARED AND THE COMMON

116 MIXED TENURE LINKED UNITS

architects studio

broadway coffee shop

yoga studio


