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Enfield is one of London’s greenest boroughs. With 
the Lee Valley Regional Park, private gardens and 123 
parks and public open spaces, 37 allotment sites, more 
than 300 hectares of woodland and 100 kilometres of 
rivers and streams, we have a wealth of biodiversity 
right here on our doorstep. 

Enfield is home to some important populations of 
nationally and internationally scarce plant and animal 
species like the great crested newt, and the black 
redstart (a robin-sized bird) which has been spotted in 
the east of the borough, and some nationally scarce 
habitats such as our acid grassland. 

The Biodiversity Action Plan is about more than 
protecting our wildlife - conserving and enhancing 
biodiversity contributes to our health and wellbeing 
and our economic prosperity, ensuring that we are 
well placed to adapt to the threat of climate change. 
Providing quality and biodiverse green spaces for 
people to enjoy their free time improves the quality of 
life for everyone who lives here. 

Maintaining and enhancing the borough’s biodiversity 
is a task for us all. The Council has a community 
leadership role and responsibility to conserve, protect 
and enhance our natural habitats. The Biodiversity 
Action Plan sets out our commitment to action, making 
sure that we integrate biodiversity conservation into our 
activities, plans, policies and programmes.

We hope that the Biodiversity Action Plan will raise 
awareness of the importance of biodiversity and 
will attract interest from members of the public and 
wildlife enthusiasts as well as technical experts. We 
have been working in partnership with wildlife groups 
and organisations such as The London Biodiversity 

Partnership, Natural England and the Environment 
Agency to get the action plan up and running, and are 
already getting to work on some of the objectives. 

We need to do all we can to protect and enhance 
Enfield’s rich wildlife heritage for everyone to enjoy, both 
now and in the future.

Foreword

Councillor Chris Bond 
Cabinet Member for Environment, 
Street Scene and Parks

Councillor Del Goddard 
Cabinet Member for Regeneration 
and Improving Localities
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What is biodiversity?
Biodiversity is the variety of life and its processes; 
including the variety of living organisms, the genetic 
differences amongst them, and the communities and 
ecosystems in which they occur. An ecosystem is a 
community of plants, animals and microorganisms, 
along with their environment, that function together as a 
unit (an ecosystem can be as large as a rain forest or as 
small as a rotting log).

Why is biodiversity important?
Biodiversity is important in its own right and is an 
indicator of the wider health of the environment.

Biodiversity is good for people’s quality of life.  
A diverse and healthy environment improves quality of 
life and provides recreational and educational resources 
for all sectors of the community. 

Biodiversity provides natural services (sometimes 
referred to as ecosystem services). These are 
‘components of nature, directly enjoyed, consumed, 
or used to yield human well-being’, and are key to our 
survival, providing amongst other things, food, clean 
air and water.

Biodiversity will help us adapt to climate change; as the 
climate changes healthy ecosystems and the services 
they provide will be increasingly valuable (but at the same 
time biodiversity will be threatened by an increasingly 
unpredictable climate). 

What is a Biodiversity Action Plan?
A Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) is a framework for 
conserving and enhancing biodiversity and sets the 
targets and actions to achieve this. 

There are a range of levels of BAP: country-wide (e.g. 
the UK Biodiversity Action Plan), regional (e.g. The 
London BAP), local (e.g. The Enfield BAP), or site  
(e.g. a Nature Reserve BAP). A BAP often consists of 
Habitat and Species Action Plans.

Why do we need a Biodiversity Action 
Plan in Enfield?
Biodiversity is under threat; globally species are declining 
at an alarming rate and the extent and quality of the 
ecosystems that supports them is diminishing. If this 
continues it will have serious consequences for mankind, 
especially in the face of climate change, as we all rely 
on biodiversity for our survival. Actions happen at a local 
level and a BAP provides a framework to ensure that 
actions are coordinated and targeted towards the areas 
most likely to achieve biodiversity gains.

In Enfield we are fortunate to have a wealth of green 
spaces and important habitats and species, both in 
our urban and more rural areas. However without 
management, this biodiversity will diminish. This will 
have a negative impact on the environmental quality  
of the borough and the wellbeing of the people who 
live here. 

The Enfield BAP is an important source of information 
for key stakeholders and decision makers including land 
managers, developers, planners and others.

1. Biodiversity

4  Nature for People: A Biodiversity Action Plan for Enfield

Amphibian survey – Forty Hall
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Oak Canopy. Enfield Town 
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The Rio Convention
In 1992, at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, 
the UK, along with 168 other countries made a 
formal commitment to work together to protect the 
environment. Amongst other treaties the Convention 
on Biological Diversity was signed, this had three main 
goals: the conservation of biodiversity; the sustainable 
use of its components; and the equitable sharing of 
benefits arising from genetic resources. 

It recognised for the first time in international law that 
the conservation of biological diversity is ‘a common 
concern of humankind’ and the convention is one of 
the key drivers of biodiversity conservation.

The 2001 European Union Summit  
in Gothenburg
At the 2001 European Union Summit in Gothenburg, 
European leaders made a commitment to halt 
biodiversity loss by 2010. This led to the formation 
of the Countdown 2010 partnership an international 
coalition of partners committed to efforts to tackle the 
causes of biodiversity loss. 

Unfortunately the 2010 target was not met and 
biodiversity loss continues at an alarming rate. In 
March 2010 the EU made a new commitment to 
halting ‘the loss of biodiversity and the degradation 
of ecosystem services in the EU by 2020, 
and restoring them in so far as feasible, while 
stepping up the EU contribution to averting global 
biodiversity loss.’

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan
The UK Biodiversity Action Plan, first published in 1994, 
was the UK Government’s response to signing the 
Convention on Biological Diversity.

The plan set out a programme for conserving the UK’s 
biodiversity and led to the production of 436 action 
plans for many of the UK’s most threatened species 
and habitats. The UK BAP priority list was reviewed in 
2007 and includes 1,150 species and 65 habitats that 
are a priority for conservation actions.  

Each of the UK’s Four Countries have different 
strategies to implement the UK BAP and a new 
framework for delivering priority habitats and species in 
England, ‘Securing Biodiversity’, was published by the 
Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs  
in 2008. This emphasises the need to take a landscape 
scale approach to biodiversity conservation and 
to embed climate change adaptation principles in 
conservation action.

2. Background

Polluted stream  

Rays Road Open Space

Spindle tree

Common knapweed
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The London Biodiversity Action Plan
The London Biodiversity Action Plan is coordinated by 
the London Biodiversity Partnership. The Partnership 
consists of the majority of organisations including a 
number of the London Boroughs (including Enfield), 
statutory bodies, non-governmental organisations, land 
management organisations and wildlife charities. 

The London BAP includes all UK BAP habitats found 
in London (11 current habitat action plans and habitat 
targets for a total of 15 habitats) and all UK BAP 
priority species with known native or long-established 
naturalised populations in Greater London, and also 
includes some species, important in a London context, 
that are not listed on the UK BAP.

The Enfield Biodiversity Action Plan
The Enfield Biodiversity Action Plan is a framework that 
describes the borough’s biodiversity, seeks to raise 
its profile ensuring that not only is it properly valued 
and that actions or inactions do not harm it, but also 
that actions wherever possible seek to conserve and 
enhance it. 

The Enfield Biodiversity Action Plan will be formally 
reviewed in 2016, however an annual report will be 
produced and current action plans, actions and reports 
can be viewed on the council website at www.enfield.
gov.uk/biodiversity

The International Year of Biodiversity
2010 was declared by the United Nations as the 
International Year of Biodiversity, it is also the year  
that Enfield launched its Biodiversity Action Plan!

It is a year to celebrate biodiversity and boost 
awareness of how important it is for our lives, how 
seriously it is threatened, and the implications that its 
loss will have for human wellbeing.

The 2010 Nagoya Summit
At the Nagoya Biodiversity Summit in Japan, signatories 
to the Convention on Biological Diversity adopted the 
‘Aichi Target’. Twenty headline targets were agreed 
including the following:

•  To at least halve and where feasible bring close to zero 
the rate of loss of natural habitats including forests;

•  To protect 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water 
areas and 10 per cent of marine and coastal areas;

•  To restore at least 15 percent of degraded areas

•  To make special efforts to reduce the pressures faced 
by coral reefs

Tormentil

Comma butterfly - photo courtesy of Christina Lee
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The borough of Enfield has a wealth of biodiversity 
in its parks and open spaces, its urban areas and its 
watercourses. It contains important populations of 
nationally and internationally scarce plant and animal 
species and has a number of important habitats 
including important grassland habitats, more than three 
hundred hectares of woodland, and approximately one 
hundred kilometres of watercourses; the greatest length 
of any London borough.

The borough has twenty five Local Wildlife Sites and  
the King George’s and William Girling Reservoir are 
designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest for  
their nationally important populations of wildfowl and 
wetland birds.

Enfield contains a number of UK and London Biodiversity 
Action Plan priority habitats, and properly managed 
these could contribute significantly to UK and London 
biodiversity targets.

Habitats
In 2006 The Greater London Authority undertook a 
survey of open spaces across the borough, this involved 
surveying the majority of open spaces greater than 0.25 
hectares in size. 

This survey has provided an overview of the habitats 
across the borough and has been used to map the 
extent of habitat across the borough. However as with 
any survey there were some limitations, specifically:

•  Land parcels often contain more than one habitat type 
and the location and extent of different habitats within 
land parcels were not mapped. Some land parcels 
have no pre-dominant habitat type which makes 
interpretation difficult.

•  Habitat types did not exactly match UKBAP or England 
Biodiversity List habitats.

•  A survey report was not produced and interpretation of 
the data was made retrospectively

Figure 1 shows the results of the survey and the broad 
habitat types found across the borough, individual 
action plans will have maps showing the locations of key 
habitats.

3. Biodiversity in Enfield

Grovelands Park

Harebells - Forty Hall
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Species
Greenspace Information for Greater London (GiGL) 
manage biological data on behalf of the council 
and hold approximately 50,000 separate records 
for 1776 different species recorded in Enfield with 
some records dating back to 1870. Appendix 1 
lists UK and London BAP species that have been 
recorded in the borough. Additional species data is 
available from GiGL*.

Figure 1
Broad habitats in Enfield’s open spaces

* Greenspace Information for Greater London (GiGL) is the capital’s open 
space and biodiversity records centre.  They collate, manage and make 
available detailed information on London’s wildlife, parks, nature reserves, 
gardens and other open spaces. Contact – GiGL, Skyline House, 200 Union 
Street, London, SE1 0LX, Tel 020 7803 4278 – website www.gigl.org.uk -
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How will the Enfield Biodiversity Action 
Plan be structured?
The Enfield Biodiversity Action Plan will consist of 
this core document and individual action plans for 
the habitats and species. Cross-cutting themes and 
objectives that relate to multiple habitats and core 
actions are described in this document.

Individual Action Plans will describe the habitat or 
species, its distribution or extent, opportunities and 
threats, and the overarching aim, targets and actions 
that will be undertaken to conserve and enhance the 
habitat or species in Enfield. Each Action plan will 
describe how the success of actions will be measured 
and who will be responsible for their implementation. 
The Enfield BAP partnership, led by the Council, will be 
responsible for producing and consulting on these plans.

Actions and progress will be recorded online through 
the Biodiversity Action Reporting System (BARS)* 
accessible through the council’s website www.enfield.
gov.uk/biodiversity. Paper copies of BARS reporting will 
be available from the council, and an annual summary 
report of biodiversity works and any changes to the BAP 
will be produced by the partnership each year.

The Enfield BAP feeds into actions set out in the London 
and UK BAP and each Action Plan will describe how 
actions in Enfield can help to meet targets in these BAPs.

The Enfield BAP is not just a series of documents but 
a process to achieve biodiversity gains across the 
borough. Actions will lead to further actions and the 
Action Plan will change as time goes on. Readers should 
refer to the Council’s website to ensure they are referring 
to the most up to date information.

Aims and objectives
The overall aim of the Enfield BAP is to:

‘Ensure that the conservation and enhancement 
of biodiversity is integral to the actions of BAP 
partners, organisations and individuals; to promote 
the recognition of the value of biodiversity, both 
in its own right and for the natural services it 
provides to all of the borough’s residents, both 
current and future; and to promote equitable 
access to nature.’

To achieve this the BAP will:

•  Help instigate actions to conserve and enhance 
biodiversity, prioritising important, rare or threatened 
habitats and species and actions to reduce deficiency  
in access to nature particularly in Place Shaping  
priority areas.

•  Seek to ensure equitable access to nature and that 
Place Shaping priority areas are enhanced for people 
and nature.

•  Monitor and report on the success or failures of actions 
and adjust actions accordingly

•  Raise awareness of the value of biodiversity both for its 
own sake and for the natural services it provides, for 
both current and future generations.

4. The Enfield Biodiversity Action Plan

* BARS - http://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk/, is a national web based system for 
reporting on Biodiversity Action Plans.

Black Poplar - Hilly Fields
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The Enfield Biodiversity Action Plan 
Partnership
A local biodiversity partnership has been established. 
The partnership includes internal partners, public and 
private organisations, charity and voluntary groups, and 
individuals. 

The Enfield BAP partnership is committed to undertaking 
the following functions:

•  Overseeing the implementation of the Enfield 
Biodiversity Action Plan

•  Deciding upon the species and habitats to include in 
the Enfield BAP

•  Championing and promoting Enfield’s biodiversity

•  Seeking opportunities for joint projects, grant 
applications and partnership working

•  Facilitating sharing of best-practice and skills

•  Supporting and providing inspiration for local 
conservation projects, events and activities

•  Monitoring biodiversity and biodiversity actions in 
Enfield

•  Reporting back regularly on the BAP and producing a 
report annually

•  Seeking opportunities to link into regional and national 
BAP targets as appropriate

Enfield Council is the lead partner. A list of partner 
organisations is given in Appendix 2. This is not exclusive 
and new partners are both welcomed and encouraged. 
An up to date list of all partners and the partnership’s 
terms of reference will be published on the Council’s 
website at www.enfield.gov.uk/biodiversity

Cross-cutting Themes and  
Generic Actions
There are a number of themes that relate to some or all 
of the action plans. These themes can be viewed as a 
backdrop to actions to conserve and enhance Enfield’s 
biodiversity and are described in Section 5 of  
this document. 

Common toad - Photo courtesy of Froglife
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Habitats Action Plans
In order for a habitat or land use type to have an Action 
Plan it needs to:

•  Be or host UK or London priority habitats OR be rare 
and/or threatened in Enfield.

•  Not covered or not able to be covered by an existing 
Action Plan (for example wet woodland is covered by 
the Woodland Action Plan)

AND

•  There must be actions that the partnership can 
undertake to conserve or enhance the habitat

Using this criteria ten actions plan will be prepared,  
these are:

1 Farmland

2. Grassland

3. Hedgerows

4. Parkland and urban spaces

5. Veteran trees

6. Brownfield sites

7. Waterways

8. Woodlandsw

9. Ponds and Lakes

10. Allotments

4.

2.

9. 

1 3.

6. 

10.

5. 

7. 

8. 
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Table 1 - UK and London BAP habitats found in Enfield3 and Associated Enfield Habitat Action Plans

Table 1 lists the UK and London BAP habitats found in 
Enfield and the Enfield Habitat Action Plan that covers 
this habitat. As the UK and London BAP develops this 
list may change, an up to date list will be published on 
the Enfield BAP website www.enfield.gov.uk/biodiversity

It should be noted that all UK, England, or London BAP 
priority habitats are to be considered a priority habitat 
within Enfield even if there is not an Enfield Action Plan. 
They should be afforded the same protection, and 
where possible actions should be taken to conserve 
and enhance them.

3  Data provided by Greenspace Information for Greater London and based on the 2006 Greater London Authority Habitat 
Survey of Enfield.

Enfield Habitat Action Plan London  
Habitat Action Plan (italics = 
priority habitat with target but no 
Habitat Action Plan)

UK Priority Habitat

Farmland Orchard targets Arable field margins

Traditional orchards

Grassland Acid Grassland HAP

Lowland meadow targets

Floodplain grazing marsh (targets 
under Rivers & Streams HAP)

Lowland dry acid grassland

lowland meadows

Coastal and floodplain grazing 
marsh

Hedgerows Not applicable Hedgerows

Parkland and urban spaces Parks & Open Spaces HAP

Private Gardens HAP

Not applicable

Veteran trees Wood-pasture and parkland

Brownfield sites Wastelands HAP Open mosaic habitats on previously 
developed land

Waterways Reedbeds HAP

Rivers & Streams HAP

Standing Water and Canals HAP

Reedbeds

Rivers

Woodlands Woodland HAP (includes Wet 
Woodland targets)

Wood-pasture and parkland

Wet woodland

Lowland mixed deciduous 
woodland

Lowland beech and yew woodland

Ponds and Lakes Standing Water and Canals HAP Ponds

Allotments Not applicable Not applicable
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Species and Species-groups  
Action Plans
Only species or groups that are not covered by a Habitat 
Action Plan have a Species Action Plan. In order to have 
an action plan one of the following criteria must be met:

•   Be a UK or London priority species or group 

•  Be rare or threatened in Enfield

AND

•  Specific actions are needed to conserve and enhance 
the population that are not covered or cannot be 
covered in an existing Action Plan (for example if it 
occurs within a number of different habitats)

•  There must be actions that the partnership can 
undertake to conserve or enhance the conservation 
status of the species 

Appendix 1 lists UK and London BAP priority species 
that there are records for within the borough and Table 2 
lists the species and species groups for which an Enfield 
Action Plan will be prepared.  This list lists might change 
and an up-to-date list will be published on the council’s 
website at www.enfield.gov.uk.

It should be noted that all UK, England, or London 
BAP priority species are to be considered a priority 
species within Enfield and afforded the same protection.  
Actions should be taken to conserve and enhance their 
conservation status, even if they are not specifically 
mentioned within an Action Plan.

Action Plan Structure and Delivery
Each Action Plan will have a vision statement that sets 
out the overall aim.

Each Action Plan will describe the condition and extent 
of the habitat or species in Enfield, and the threats, and 
the opportunities to conserve and enhance it.

Each Action Plan will set measurable targets and the 
Actions that will be taken to achieve each target.

Each Action Plan will have a Lead Partner who will be 
responsible for overseeing the delivery of the vision 
statement and ensuring that actions are reported 
on. Each individual action will detail the person or 
organisation who is responsible for delivery of the action 
and by when.

Reports on the progress of actions will be accessed 
through the Council website or through BARS.

Action Plans may change and readers should refer to the 
website or the Council to ensure they are referring to the 
most up to date information.

Annual Review and Reporting
A short annual report will be produced for publicity 
purposes. This will review the actions that have occurred, 
success and failures and any changes to the Action 
Plans. This document will be formally reviewed in 2016.

Great crested newt – courtesy of Rebecca Turpin

Table 2 – Enfield Species and Species Group 
Action Plans

Species Action Plan

Bats

Amphibians and Reptiles

Black Poplar
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Groundforce Volunteers 
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There are a number of cross-cutting themes that relate 
to some or all of the habitats across the borough. This 
section explains these themes and the related objectives. 

The Landscape Scale or  
Ecosystem approach
A ‘landscape-scale’ or ecosystem approach to 
biodiversity conservation means concentrating on 
the processes that drive biodiversity change (such as 
development, agriculture and parks management) rather 
than only concentrating on the manipulation of habitats 
and species populations. This approach allows resources 
to be focused. By focusing on the cross-cutting themes 
in this document the Enfield BAP will take a Landscape 
Scale approach to the conservation and enhancement  
of biodiversity.

Nearly the whole of Enfield falls within the Thames and 
Tributaries Integrated Biodiversity Opportunity Area, this 
is one of a series of areas prioritised at a national level for 
delivery of landscape scale biodiversity enhancements.

Management of parks and open spaces 

Local Wildlife Sites

Local Wildlife Sites are non-statutory sites of significant 
value for wildlife. These sites represent local character 
and distinctiveness and have an important role in 
meeting local and national biodiversity objectives.  They 
have protection from development through Planning 
Policy and at present there are 25 Local Wildlife Sites in 
Enfield (Figure 2).

Local Wildlife Sites differ from other wildlife site 
designations which are selected under national 
legislation.  In Enfield there are two such nationally 
designated sites: Covert Way Local Nature Reserves, 
and the Chingford Reservoirs Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest.  In Enfield these sites are also designated as 
Local Wildlife Sites.

In the London Plan, and within the Borough’s Local 
Development Framework, Local Wildlife Sites are referred 
to as Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation.  There 
are three types of these sites:

•  Sites of Metropolitan Importance: These are the best 
examples of wildlife habitats in London, and there 
are six in Enfield. They often contain rare plants and 
animals and are selected as the most important sites 
for biodiversity by the Mayor of London and his officers 
at the Greater London Authority.

•  Sites of Borough Importance: There are twelve of 
these sites, which are important wildlife habitats for the 
borough. 

•  Sites of Local Importance: These sites ensure that 
everyone has easy access to nature close to home.  
There are seven of these across the borough

As part of the GLA survey all Local Sites across the 
borough were reviewed.  The GLA recommended that 
in total 50 sites across the borough be designated as 
Local Wildlife Sites and, in line with national guidance, a 
system will be established to review these sites.  This will 
ensure that these sites can be adequately protected from 
new development and that opportunities are taken to 
enhance them.

5. Cross-cutting Themes

Covert Way

Black redstart
Bluebells - Hardwick

1
Objective 1 
To review our Local Wildlife  
Sites regularly and designate  
and re-designate sites as 
appropriate
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Figure 2
Enfield’s Local Wildlife Sites

Hilly Fields

Forty Hall

Trent Park
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An ecological management plan describes 
a site’s ecology and sets out clear aims, 
objectives and prescriptions for the 
conservation and enhancement of key 
features. They are an important tool for 
conservation management.

The number of Local Wildlife Sites under 
positive conservation management 
can be used as an indicator of a local 
authority’s commitment to biodiversity 
conservation. One way of measuring 
this is to unt the sites that have and are 
implementing an ecological management 
plan and or receiving payments through a 
national biodiversity payment scheme. 

The Council manage or partially manage 18 of 
the borough’s Local Wildlife Sites and we aim 
to ensure that all these sites have an ecological 
management plan by 2015.

Groundforce volunteers clearing duckweed 

from Camelot Moat, Trent Park

Tree management at Forty Hall Enfield Conservation Volunteers at Pymmes Park lake island

2
Objective 2 
To implement ecological 
management plans for all Council 
managed Local Wildlife Sites 
by 2015, and to encourage 
other landowners to implement 
management plans on sites not 
managed by the Council.
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London Habitat Targets

The Mayor of London and the London Biodiversity 
Partnership have identified targets for the creation and 
restoration of priority habitats across London and these 
are detailed in Table 4. Enfield will be expected to fulfil its 
share of these targets and each Habitat Action Plan will 
detail individual targets for the creation and restoration of 
these habitats. 

Enfield is in a unique position to deliver a number 
of these targets, for example if all Trent Park and 
Whitewebbs woodlands were bought into positive 
conservation management this would deliver 30% of the 
London habitat restoration target for woodlands

Grants and funding for Biodiversity Management 
and Enhancements

There are two national payment schemes for biodiversity 
enhancements in England, Higher Level Stewardship 
for agricultural or land within high priority areas paid 
through Natural England, and the England Woodland 
Grant Scheme for woodlands paid through the Forestry 
Commission.  The schemes involve entering into 
contracts for ten years in the case of Higher Level 
Stewardship and five years for England Woodland 
Grant Schemes and aim to ensure that significant 
environmental improvements are achieved.

The council in consultation with Natural England and 
the Forestry Commission is investigating the feasibility 
of bringing some of its open space, particularly its 
larger country parks and those with BAP habitats into 
management agreements under these schemes.

In addition to these schemes there are also a number 
of grants available for individual projects through for 
example the Heritage Lottery Fund for Biodiversity 
and The European Union Life Project. The biodiversity 
partnership will seek to maximise on these external 
funding opportunities where it can.

Trent Park

 Cattle grazing for conservation management – Windsor Great Park

Objective 4 
To identify all sites suitable for 
inclusion for payment through 
Higher Level Stewardship and 
the England Woodland Grant 
Scheme and bring these sites into 
management under these  
schemes where appropriate

5
Objective 5 
To identify projects and seek 
external funding, and partnership 
working for biodiversity projects

Objective 3 
To deliver Enfield’s share  
of the London Priority  
Habitat Targets 

3
4
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Habitat type Maintain current 
net extent (ha 
unless stated) – 
2008 figures

Target to enhance 
by 2020 (ha unless 
stated) – from 2008 
baseline

Target to increase by 2020 (ha unless 
stated) – from 2008 baseline

Coastal & floodplain grazing 
marsh

850 200 50

Chalk grassland 350 30 10

Acid grassland 1466 40 10

Heathland 45 20 5

Reedbeds 131 20 16

Woodland 4909 500 20

Orchards 18 13 5

Meadows & pastures 685 40 20

Tidal Thames 2300 2 km –

Rivers & Streams 1407 100 km –

Standing Water  
(large & small sites +  
2 ha combined)

599 7 sites greater than  
2 ha and 20 sites less 
than 2 ha

250 ponds <2 ha

Fen, marsh & swamp 109 10 –

Open mosaic habitats on 
previously-developed land

185 (conserved  
and/ or created)

– –

Table 4 – London Biodiversity Partnership habitat targets as given in the Draft Replacement London Plan
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Green Flag Sites

Green Flag is a national scheme to recognise the best 
green spaces in the country and eight sites across the 
borough, including Myddleton House Gardens managed 
by the Lee Valley Regional Park Authority, have been 
awarded Green Flag status.  

In order to qualify for an award a park needs to have and 
have implemented a management plan and one of the 
judging criteria for green flag parks is ‘Natural Features, 
Wildlife and Fauna’. In order to score under this criterion 
it needs to be shown that wildlife is considered in the 
parks management. One way of doing this is to have an 
ecological management plan.

Trees and the Urban Forest

The phrase ‘urban forest’ is used to describe the trees 
in a built-up area, both publicly and privately owned, in 
streets, gardens, hospitals, schools and parks.  These 
are of significant biodiversity and environmental value and 
contribute greatly to the urban environment.   However 
these trees need to be managed, both by protecting and 
managing existing stock and by providing the urban trees 
of tomorrow, selecting those species that will be resilient 
to climate change and have the greatest biodiversity 
value (generally native species).  The council is reviewing 
its tree resource and its approach to tree management 
in order to ensure that a coordinated approach to tree 
protection and management is taken.

Pymmes Park

Town Park

6
Objective 6 
To write and implement ecological 
management plans for all green 
flag sites

7
Objective 7 
To take a coordinated approach  
to the protection and management 
of trees  in Enfield
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Roads and Highways

There are 267km of public adopted highway across 
the borough.  The ‘soft estate’ adjacent to highways, 
including road verges and other pockets of land can 
be of great value to wildlife, acting as important links for 
wildlife across the borough. Hedgerows, street trees, 
grass verges, ponds and watercourses are all managed 
by the Council’s highways department and it will be 
important to ensure that these are managed so that their 
biodiversity value is maximised.

New Development
When land is developed and redeveloped there are 
numerous opportunities to design in biodiversity 
enhancements and green infrastructure (see 
objective 19), indeed government guidance on 
planning (given in Planning Policy Statement 9, 
Biodiversity and Geological Conservation) states 
that: ‘planning policies and decisions should 
aim to maintain, and enhance, restore or add to 
biodiversity and geological conservation interests.’

 
On the other hand inappropriate development 
can have an adverse impact upon biodiversity 
particularly when important ecological features 
or habitats are damaged or destroyed.

Developer contributions

The council is currently working on a policy for developer 
contributions for the delivery of infrastructure.  This will either 
be sought through the Community Infrastructure Levy or 
Standard Charges.  The charges are likely to be based on 
simple formulae which relate to the size of the charge to 
the size and character of the development. The proceeds 
will be spent on local and sub-regional infrastructure to 
support the development of the area and this can include 
biodiversity enhancements and Green Infrastructure. 

 

8 11Objective 8 
To manage the highway’s ‘soft 
estate’ so as to maximise its 
biodiversity value

Objective 11 
To explore opportunities for 
funding biodiversity and green 
infrastructure projects through 
developer contributions

10
Objective 10 
To screen all planning applications 
for the need for an ecological 
assessment, not determining them 
until the likely ecological impact  
has been fully understood

Betony – Forty Hall

Objective 9 
To ensure that new  
developments result in  
a net biodiversity gain

9
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Policies and plans
The Council produces a number of policies and plans 
and if biodiversity gains are to be maximised then it is 
important to ensure that biodiversity is considered from 
the outset in these plans.  In addition there are a number 
of plans that apply across boundaries, such as the Upper 
Lee Valley Landscape Strategy, and it will be important to 
ensure that cross-border strategies and the Enfield BAP 
complement each other. 

The Value of Nature

We cannot manage what we do not measure and we rarely 
measure either the value of nature’s benefits or the costs of 
its loss.  Biodiversity loss can only begin to be addressed 
if the values of biodiversity and ecosystem services are 
fully recognised and represented in decision-making.

Legislation

Local authorities have a number of statutory obligations 
in relation to biodiversity such as a duty to have regard 
to the European Union Habitats directive (as set out in 
The Conservation (Natural Habitats etc) Regulations, 
1994) and duties under the Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) 
Regulations 1999.  

These obligations have been clarified and extended 
through the 2006 Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act which placed a new duty on public 
authorities to have regard to the conservation of 
biodiversity in exercising their functions.   These functions 
include developing and influencing local policies and 
strategies; planning and development control; owning 
and managing land and property; procurement; 
education, awareness raising and advisory functions.  

Musk Mallow - Forty Hall

Slowworm, a UK BAP 

priority species

13
Objective 13 
To raise awareness of the value 
of biodiversity for the natural 
services it provides and to 
ensure that biodiversity is given 
the appropriate weight when 
decisions are made

14
Objective 14 
To ensure that all partners 
are aware of and fulfil their 
legislative duties in respect to 
biodiversity (such as ensuring that 
development proposals do not 
adversely impact upon protected 
species and habitats)

12
Objective 12 
To ensure that policies and plans 
refer to biodiversity conservation 
and the Biodiversity Action Plan 
where appropriate
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Green Infrastructure

Green Infrastructure is a strategic network of multi-
functional green space, both new and existing, both 
rural and urban, including parks and open spaces, 
private gardens, rivers and streams, ponds, woodlands, 
hedgerows and trees.  Green Infrastructure supports 
natural and ecological processes and is integral to 
the health and quality of life of a community. It delivers 
a broad range of environmental, social, economic 
and cultural benefits which underpin individual and 
community health and wellbeing, these include:

•  The conservation and enhancement of biodiversity 
through the enhancement of habitats and the provision 
of wildlife links and stepping stones

•  Recreational opportunities, including access to and 
enjoyment of the countryside

•  Water resources and flood management

•  Climate change adaptation and mitigation

•  Production of food, fibre and fuel

There are a number of projects and plans that contain 
components of a green infrastructure strategy, these 
include: 

•  The Greenway network for Enfield

• Planning policy

•  The London Green Grid

•  The Blue Ribbon Network 

•  The Lee Valley Landscape Strategy

•  The Parks and Open Spaces strategy

•  The Enfield Walking Action Plan

•  The Right of Way Implementation Plan

•  The Infrastructure Delivery 
Plan (The Enfield Plan)

A Green Infrastructure plan 
would bring all of these 
projects together.  It would 
ensure that our green spaces 
are connected allowing species 
to move through the borough.

15
Objective 15 
To produce a Green Infrastructure 
plan, consolidating Green 
Infrastructure elements in existing 
policies and plans

Gough Park allotments



Nature for People: A Biodiversity Action Plan for Enfield   25   

Climate change

In an increasingly unpredictable and climatically stressed 
world the value of biodiversity and the services it provides 
will be ever more important.  Conversely climate change 
will accelerate biodiversity loss through:

•  Accelerated habitat loss: Small islands of habitats may 
not be able to sustain themselves

•  Changes in range: The geographical range of many 
species will move

•  Increased extinction rates: Species that are threatened 
are more likely to become extinct, locally, nationally and 
internationally

•  Changes in physiology and phenology (timings of natural 
events such as bud burst)

Managing biodiversity and ensuring that it can continue 
to provide natural services will become increasingly 
important.  This will involve:

•  Taking a landscape scale approach to Biodiversity 
conservation by focusing on the processes that drive 
biodiversity change as well as habitat and species 
management

•  Conserving, enhancing and extending existing high value 
sites and habitats

•  Improving connectivity between sites to allow movement 
of species and habitats – developing a green network

16
Objective 16 
To raise awareness of the links between 
climate change and biodiversity and 
ensure that biodiversity is referred to  
in climate change policies and plans

Turkey Brook at Albany Park
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Place Shaping
Access to Nature 
Despite having a wealth of parks and green spaces 
Enfield also has a number of deprived areas which are 
severely limited in access to nature and in total 22% 
(82 square kilometres) of the borough is classified by 
the Mayor as lacking in access to nature4  (an area of 
deficiency) (Figure 3).

The size of this area can be decreased by enhancing 
existing open spaces for biodiversity or by creating or 
designating new ones.  Sites need to meet the criteria for 
a site of borough importance for nature conservation and 
be classified as such by the council in order to reduce 
this area of deficiency.

Strategic Growth Areas

Four strategic growth areas across the Borough will be 
covered by Area Action Plans, these are: 

• North East Enfield

• North Circular

• Central Leeside

• Enfield Town 

Each Area Action Plan (AAP) will set the framework for 
the long-term future of the area and will form part of the 
Local Development Framework.   

As areas are improved existing green infrastructure will 
be enhanced and new public and private green spaces 
and routes will be created, within and through strategic  
growth areas.

Local area partnerships are being set up in the Enfield’s 
place shaping priority areas in order to establish a 
series of delivery frameworks.  The Frameworks will 
set-out what needs to be done to improve these areas 
for residents.  The Partnerships created will develop 
a series of actions which will help address social and 
infrastructure issues that make parts of Enfield some of 
the most deprived areas in London. The partnerships will 
be made up of representatives from a range of disciplines 
from the voluntary and community sector in fields 
including crime, health, education and transport.

The Edmonton Leeside Partnership was established 
2010, and is to be followed in early 2011 by a 
Partnership for North East Enfield and then later in the 
year for the South West of the borough.  A town centre 
partnership is planned to be developed towards the end 
of 2011.

18
Objective 18 
To ensure that Area Action Plans 
and Partnership Framework are 
informed by up to date ecological 
information, opportunities for 
habitat creation, the potential 
to enhance and create green 
infrastructure and priorities set  
out in the Enfield Biodiversity 
Action Plan

Meridian Way

17
Objective 17 
To reduce the area of deficiency  
in access to nature (as defined in  
the London Plan)

4  The Mayor classifies an area of deficiency as those areas that 
do not have 1ha of SINC per 1000 population or are not within  
1 km of either a Site of Borough or Metropolitan Importance
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Place Shaping Priority Areas

There are five Place Shaping Priority areas that have 
been identified as being of priority for urban renewal.  
Each is different environmentally and socially and each is 
at a different stage in the master planning process:

The Area around Enfield Town Station 
Enfield Town originated as a small market town adjacent 
to the Enfield Chase.  It is proposed to redevelop the 
area around Enfield town station, approximately 4 
hectares, and create a mixed use development with up 
to 500 new homes with a new transport hub.  

Two high quality open spaces are located within 500m  
of the site; the Town Park and The Enfield Loop of the 
New River.

Master planning for Enfield Town has not yet started, 
however priorities are likely to include: 

•  the enhancement of existing green spaces; reducing 
deficiency in access to nature

•  ecological enhancements of new public and private 
spaces

•  robust design guidelines for biodiversity enhancements 
particularly in relation to landscaping and tree planting, 
including large canopy trees where appropriate

Edmonton
The Edmonton area is situated in the south east of 
the Borough, northwest of Meridian Water. The area is 
lacking in green spaces, particularly biodiverse green 
spaces and the area is an area of deficiency in access to 
nature (see Objective 176).  

The master planning process for Edmonton has not yet 
started, however priorities are likely to include:

•  A robust green infrastructure strategy ensuring that 
Edmonton is linked into the wider green network, 
particularly the green infrastructure that will be created 
as part of the redevelopment of Meridian Water 

• Ecological enhancement of existing open spaces, such 
as Montagu Road recreation ground

• Creation of new biodiverse green spaces and links

• Restoration of the Salmons Brook and other 
watercourses

• Robust design guidelines for biodiversity 
enhancements in the ‘design strategy’

Meridian Water
The Meridian Water Place Shaping Priority area is 
currently an underutilised brownfield site of over 70 
hectares on the waterfront of the Lee Valley.  Three of the 
borough’s watercourses run through the site and the site 
is adjacent to both the Walthamstow Marshes and the 
Lee Valley Park.  

The source brief for the appointment of consultants 
contained a strong emphasis on designing in biodiversity 
from the outset and there will be a number of 
opportunities for significant ecological enhancements.  
Key opportunities include

• A robust green infrastructure component to include -

  • Widening and enhancement of the Lee Valley Corridor

  •  De-culverting and enhancing the Salmons and 
Pymmes Brooks

• New parks and open spaces

•  Strong design guidelines for biodiversity 
enhancements, tree planting and landscaping

Birch polypore
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Community orchard planting at 

Ponders End recreation ground

New Southgate
The New Southgate Place Shaping Priority area lies to 
the north of the north circular and has a number of social 
and environmental problems.  The vision for the area is:

New Southgate will be an attractive local neighbourhood 
that is well connected to the rest of Enfield and 
surrounding areas. Residents will enjoy a clean 
environment, a well-used network of high quality, multi-
functional green spaces, high quality homes, local shops 
and community services and excellent transport links to 
central London and beyond. 

There are a number of sites of importance for nature 
conservation within 1km of the site and the site is not 
classified as being within an area of deficiency.

There are a number of opportunities for biodiversity 
enhancement including:

•  Ecological enhancement of existing open spaces 
including, Millennium Green, High Road Open Space 
and Grove Road open space

•  The enhancement of highways land for biodiversity, 
particularly adjacent to the north circular road

• Enhancements to underused land in housing estates

•  Robust design guidelines for biodiversity 
enhancements in new development

Ponders End
The Ponders End Place Shaping Priority Area is located 
to the east of the borough between Ponders End and 
the Lee Valley Park.  The area covers approximately 
70 hectares much of which is an area of deficiency in 
access to nature.  In addition, the Railway and Hertford 
Road create a significant barrier for residents accessing 
the Lee Valley Park to the east.

The Ponders End Framework for Change was widely 
consulted on within the community and the final 
document is due to be published in spring 2011.  
Planning Briefs for three key areas are also in preparation 
and there will be opportunities to ensure that green 
infrastructure and biodiversity enhancements are written 
into these documents.  

Improvements to the public realm have already started 
including the rejuvenation of Ponders End Park, which 
will include several biodiversity enhancements, and an 
outline design to bring forward nature based and other 
leisure uses in the Lee Valley Regional Park. 

19
Objective 19
To ensure that all Place Shaping 
and other master plan documents 
have a strong focus on biodiversity 
enhancements
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People and Wildlife
People access the natural world for enjoyment, learning 
and contemplation and studies have shown how this can 
benefit both mental and physical health.  It is therefore 
important to ensure that people have easy access to 
natural areas.  This can be provided in our urban areas 
through well designed green infrastructure and in the 
wider countryside by establishing a network of well 
maintained statutory and permissive footpaths.

Across the borough there are opportunities to increase 
peoples’ access to nature particularly through 
educational, community and voluntary activities.  For 
example Enfield Conservation volunteers and Ground 
Force have weekly working parties with 10 - 30 people, 
the council runs regular nature walks and Enfield in 
Bloom has a schools allotment project. 

Children and young adults can benefit greatly from 
accessing nature and having an understanding of the 
natural world, and there are a number of opportunities 
to integrate biodiversity into school and educational 
activities.  For example there may be opportunities to 
create wildlife areas within school grounds, increasing 
students’ exposure to nature.  

Further Education 
There are a number of further education colleges 
in the region including four within the borough, 
which offer a number of courses in natural sciences 
and land management.  There are opportunities 
to involve students from these colleges in 
nature conservation activities in Enfield including 
student projects and work placements.

Guided walk at Forty Hall

Objective 20 
To ensure that our parks and  
open spaces are accessible  
by the public 20

Objective 22 
To support educational activities 
that encourage students to 
understand and access nature 

Objective 23 
To establish a partnership with 
the region’s higher and further 
educational institutions to involve 
students in biodiversity projects

2321
Objective 21 
To facilitate access to nature  
through encouraging voluntary, 
community and educational  
activities which take people  
to natural places

22
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Partnership Working
Invasive species
There are a number of invasive species found across the 
borough, including plants such as Japanese Knotweed, 
Floating Pennywort and Himalayan Balsam and animals 
such as the North American Mink and the Signal 
Crayfish. These species have the potential to cause 
significant damage to habitats and out-compete  
native species.

Neighbouring Authorities
The Lee Valley, Barnet, Waltham Forest and Haringey all 
border Enfield and there are numerous opportunities for 
collaborative working to achieve biodiversity gains.  

Ecological Records
Ecological records are vital for our understanding of 
nature and the processes that impact upon it.  Accurate 
records enable us to assess what impact our existing 
and proposed actions have on biodiversity.  In Enfield, 
Greenspace Information for Greater London collates 
biological records on behalf of the council.  

Surveys are often undertaken to inform planning 
applications and these are not always passed on to the 
records centre meaning that valuable information is lost.

Objective 27
To pass on ecological records 
submitted with planning 
applications to London’s 
Environmental Records 
CentreEnvironmental  
Records Centre

Objective 25 
To undertake partnership projects 
with other boroughs to enhance 
biodiversity and ensure that 
Biodiversity Action Plans are 
coordinated

25 27

26
Objective 26 
To facilitate the collation of 
ecological records held by 
partners and the public and 
encourage them to pass on 
this information to London’s 
Environmental Records Centre

Objective 24
To control invasive species 
where practicable and to take 
a coordinated partnership led 
approach to their management

24

Dragonfly -  

photo courtesy  

of Christina Lee
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Figure 3
Areas of Deficiency in access to Nature, Strategic Growth Areas and Place Shaping Priority Areas
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Trent Park
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Objective Objective and actions Council department

Objective 1 - To review our Local Wildlife Sites regularly and 
designate and re-designate sites as appropriate

Planning Policy

Action(s) To clarify the system and produce guidance detailing how 
to designate a site as a local wildlife site

Planning Policy

To ensure that sites put forward for selection are 
processed within one year

Planning Policy

Objective 2 - To implement ecological management plans for 
all council managed Local Wildlife Sites by 2015, 
and to encourage other landowners to implement 
management plans on sites not managed by  
the council

Parks

Action(s) To implement positive conservation management through 
HLS and EWGS schemes

Parks

Objective 3 - To deliver Enfield’s share of the London Priority 
Habitat Targets

Place shaping core team

Action(s) Further details to be given within individual habitat  
action plans 

Deliver in existing parks and open spaces where appropriate Parks

Identify suitable areas in master plan documents Place shaping core team

Ensure that new developments deliver habitat 
enhancement and provision where appropriate

Development control

Produce guidance for developers available through  
the website

Development control

Objective 4 - To identify all sites suitable for inclusion for payment 
through Higher Level Stewardship and the England 
Woodland Grant Scheme and bring these sites into 
management under these schemes where appropriate

Parks

Action(s) Apply for grants to produce management plans Parks

Produce HLS Farm Environmental Plan, and EWGS 
woodland plan in consultation with Natural England/ 
Forestry Commission

Parks

Internal and external discussions about the feasibility of 
undertaking management

Parks

If agreed apply for EWGS and HLS funding Parks

Objective Objective and actions Council department

Objective 5 - To identify projects and seek external funding, and 
partnership working for biodiversity projects

Place shaping core team

Develop ongoing list of projects that might be suitable for 
funding e.g. through SITA, Heritage Lottery Fund, Access 
to Nature, EU Life Fund etc, and a list of suitable grants

All

Objective 6 - To write and implement ecological management 
plans for all green flag sites

Parks

Objective 7 - To take a coordinated approach to the protection 
and management of trees in Enfield

Parks

To survey trees in our parks and produce and implement a 
parks tree strategy

Parks

To continue to develop and implement the highways tree 
strategy

Parks

To protect important tree stock from the adverse impact of 
development and to continue to review and protect trees 
with Tree Preservation Orders

Highways

To investigate the feasibility of producing a borough wide 
Tree Strategy

Planning

Objective 8 - To manage the highway’s ‘soft estate’ so as to 
maximise its biodiversity value

Highways

Action(s) To raise awareness of the biodiversity value of highways 
land amongst highways managers and staff

To change management practices, ensuring that 
biodiversity is considered when managing the highways 
estate

6. Cross-cutting Theme Actions
Management of parks and open spaces
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Objective Objective and actions Council department

Objective 9 - To seek to ensure that new developments result in a 
net biodiversity gain

Planning Policy

Action(s) Ensure that expert ecological advice is sought for planning 
applications, that where appropriate planning applications 
include biodiversity enhancements in line with the targets 
set out in the BAP such as green and brown roofs and 
native, and wildlife friendly landscaping schemes

Development Control

Ensure that the Development Management Development 
Plan Document sets out detailed policies for the 
protection of biodiversity and the Enfield Design Guide 
Supplementary Planning Document provides guidance on 
opportunities for biodiversity enhancement

Planning Policy

Produce guidance for developers available through  
the website

Development Control

Objective 10 - To screen all planning applications for the need for 
an ecological assessment, not determining them 
until the likely ecological impact has been fully 
understood

Development Control

Action(s) Implement a system to ensure that developments 
that meet set criteria are screened for the need for an 
ecological assessment

Development Control

Produce guidance for developers available through  
the website

Development Control

Objective 11 - To explore opportunities for funding biodiversity 
and green infrastructure projects through developer 
contributions

Planning Policy

Preparation of developer contribution supplementary 
planning document

Objective 12 - To ensure that policies and plans refer to biodiversity 
conservation and the Biodiversity Action Plan where 
appropriate

Place Shaping Core Team

Objective 13 - To raise awareness of the value of biodiversity for 
the natural services it provides and to ensure that 
biodiversity is given the appropriate weight when 
decisions are made

Place Shaping Core Team

Action(s) Publication of BAP

Objective Objective and actions Council department

Objective 14 - To ensure that all partners are aware of and fulfil 
their legislative duties in respect to biodiversity 
(such as ensuring that development proposals do 
not adversely impact upon protected species and 
habitats)

Place Shaping Core Team

Objective 15 - To produce a Green Infrastructure plan, 
consolidating Green Infrastructure elements in 
existing policies and plans

Planning Policy

Review existing green infrastructure policies/ plans Planning Policy

Produce consolidated green infrastructure map to update 
the Infrastructure Delivery Plan

Planning Policy

Objective 16 - To raise awareness of the links between climate 
change and biodiversity and ensure that biodiversity 
is referred to in climate change policies and plans

Place Shaping Core Team

Action(s) Publication of BAP All

Pages on website

Objective 17 - To reduce the area of deficiency in access to nature 
(as defined in the London Plan)

Parks

Action(s) Decide which sites are suitable for enhancement to a LWS Parks/Planning Policy

Work with neighbouring boroughs to identify sites which if 
enhanced would reduce cross boundary areas of deficiency

Parks

Ensure master plans include the provision of high value 
wildlife sites

Place Shaping Core Team/
Planning Policy

Objective 18 - To ensure that Area Action Plans and Partnership 
Frameworks are informed by up to date ecological 
information, opportunities for habitat creation, the 
potential to enhance and create green infrastructure 
and priorities set out in the Enfield Biodiversity 
Action Plan

Place Shaping Core Team

New Development

Policies and plans

Place Shaping
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Objective Objective and actions Council department

Objective 19 - To ensure that all Place Shaping and other master 
plan documents have a strong focus on biodiversity 
enhancements

Place Shaping Core Team

Action(s) Within Place Shaping Areas Place Shaping Core Team

Outside Place Shaping Areas Planning Policy

New developments Development Control

Objective 20 - To ensure that our parks and open spaces are 
accessible by the public

Parks

Action(s) Delivery of parks and open spaces strategy Parks

Delivery of permissive footpath network Parks

Objective 21 - To facilitate access to nature through encouraging 
voluntary, community and educational activities 
which take people to natural places

Parks

Action(s) Delivery of parks and open spaces strategy Parks

Continued support for Enfield Conservation Volunteers 
and Ground Force

Parks

Objective 22 - To support educational activities that encourage 
students to understand and access nature

Education

Action(s) Identify areas for actions, e.g. work with Haringey and  
Lee Valley Regional Park

If you have any other comments about the draft Biodiversity Action Plan please log on to  
www.enfield.gov.uk/biodiversity or email us at biodiversity@enfield.gov.uk 
Or send us your comments in writing to:  
London Borough of Enfield 
Freepost NW5036 
Civic Centre, Silver Street, Enfield EN1 3BR

People and Wildlife Partnership Working

Objective Objective and actions Council department

Objective 23 - To establish a partnership with the region’s higher 
and further educational institutions to involve 
students in biodiversity projects

Education/Parks

Objective 24 - To control invasive species where practicable and to 
take a coordinated partnership led approach to their 
management

Parks

Action(s) To join and work with the London Invasive Species 
Working Group and other partners such as the 
Environment Agency and British Waterways

Parks

Objective 25 - To undertake partnership projects with other 
boroughs to enhance biodiversity and ensure that 
Biodiversity Action Plans are coordinated

Place Shaping Core Team

Action(s) Identify areas for actions, e.g. work with Haringey and Lee 
valley Regional Park

Objective 26 - To facilitate the collation of ecological records held 
by partners and the public and encourage them to 
pass on this information to London’s Environmental 
Records Centre

Place Shaping Core Team

Action(s) Page on website and link to GiGL

Objective 27 - To pass on ecological records submitted with 
planning applications to London’s Environmental 
Records Centre

Development Control
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Group Common Name Scientific Name BAP and protected species status

amphibian Smooth Newt Lissotriton vulgaris W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b

amphibian Great Crested Newt Triturus cristatus BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National; Cons Regs 1994 Sch2; Hab&Spp Dir Anx 2; Hab&Spp Dir Anx 4; W&CA Act 

Sch5 Sec 9.4a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4b; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1

amphibian Common Toad Bufo bufo BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b

amphibian Common Frog Rana temporaria W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b

bird Hedge Accentor Prunella modularis BAP Priority London

bird Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris BAP Priority London

bird Song Thrush Turdus philomelos BAP Priority London

bird Redwing Turdus iliacus W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

bird Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

bird Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor BAP Priority London

bird Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros BAP Priority London; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

bird Little Egret Egretta garzetta Birds Dir Anx 1

bird Leach's Storm-petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Greater Scaup Aythya marila BAP Priority National; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Common Scoter Melanitta nigra BAP Priority National; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 2

bird Northern Pintail Anas acuta W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 2

bird Garganey Anas querquedula W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus BAP Priority London; Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Osprey Pandion haliaetus Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

Appendix 1 – UK and London BAP priority species recorded in Enfield between 1999 and 2009
Data from Greenspace Information for Greater London and Local Recorders – this list includes scarce to rare migrant and vagrant birds that have been recorded in the borough
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Group Common Name Scientific Name BAP and protected species status

bird Smew Mergellus albellus Birds Dir Anx 1

bird Ruff Philomachus pugnax Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria Birds Dir Anx 1

bird Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Little Plover Charadrius dubius W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata BAP Priority National

bird Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica Birds Dir Anx 1

bird Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Common Tern Sterna hirundo Birds Dir Anx 1

bird Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea Birds Dir Anx 1

bird Little Tern Sternula albifrons Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Black Tern Chlidonias niger Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

bird Herring Gull Larus argentatus BAP Priority London

bird Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis Birds Dir Anx 1

bird Little Gull Larus minutus Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava BAP Priority London

bird Sand Martin Riparia riparia BAP Priority London

bird Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus BAP Priority National

bird Common Linnet Carduelis cannabina BAP Priority London

bird Merlin Falco columbarius Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Red Kite Milvus milvus Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

bird Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Sky Lark Alauda arvensis BAP Priority London

bird Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis Birds Dir Anx 1; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla BAP Priority National; W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Fieldfare Turdus pilaris W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Lesser Redpoll Carduelis cabaret BAP Priority National

bird Brambling Fringilla montifringilla W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird House Sparrow Passer domesticus BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National
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Group Common Name Scientific Name BAP and protected species status

bird Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla W&CA Act Sch 1 Part 1

bird Marsh Tit Poecile palustris BAP Priority London

bird Common Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula BAP Priority London

bird Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

bony fish (Actinopterygii) European Eel Anguilla anguilla BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

conifer Juniper Juniperus communis BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

crustacean Freshwater Crayfish Austropotamobius pallipes BAP Priority National; Hab&Spp Dir Anx 2; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1

flowering plant Cut-grass Leersia oryzoides BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

flowering plant Cornflower Centaurea cyanus BAP Priority National

flowering plant Populus nigra subsp. betulifolia Populus nigra subsp. betulifolia BAP Priority London

flowering plant Mistletoe Viscum album BAP Priority London

flowering plant River Water-dropwort Oenanthe fluviatilis BAP Priority London

flowering plant Wall Bedstraw Galium parisiense BAP Priority London

insect - beetle 

(Coleoptera)

Stag Beetle Lucanus cervus BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National; Hab&Spp Dir Anx 2; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b

insect - butterfly Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - butterfly White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b

insect - butterfly Wood White Leptidea sinapis BAP Priority National; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b

insect - butterfly Wall Lasiommata megera BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - butterfly Purple Emperor Apatura iris W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b

insect - butterfly Large Heath Coenonympha tullia BAP Priority National; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b

insect - butterfly Swallowtail Papilio machaon W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4b; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 

5 Sec 9.1

insect - moth Dusky Brocade Apamea remissa BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Shoulder-striped Wainscot Mythimna comma BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Small Square-spot Diarsia rubi BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Spinach Eulithis mellinata BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth White Ermine Spilosoma lubricipeda BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Garden Dart Euxoa nigricans BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Centre-barred Sallow Atethmia centrago BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Dusky Thorn Ennomos fuscantaria BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Feathered Gothic Tholera decimalis BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Rustic Hoplodrina blanda BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National
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Group Common Name Scientific Name BAP and protected species status

insect - moth Mouse Moth Amphipyra tragopoginis BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Grey Dagger Acronicta psi BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Cinnabar Tyria jacobaeae BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Mullein Wave Scopula marginepunctata BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Latticed Heath Chiasmia clathrata BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Garden Tiger Arctia caja BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Dot Moth Melanchra persicariae BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Lackey Malacosoma neustria BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Buff Ermine Spilosoma luteum BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Dark Spinach Pelurga comitata BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Rosy Rustic Hydraecia micacea BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Knot Grass Acronicta rumicis BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Mottled Rustic Caradrina morpheus BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Large Nutmeg Apamea anceps BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Ear Moth Amphipoea oculea BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Brindled Beauty Lycia hirtaria BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Oak Hook-tip Watsonalla binaria BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Crescent Celaena leucostigma BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

insect - moth Small Emerald Hemistola chrysoprasaria BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

reptile Grass Snake Natrix natrix BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1

reptile Adder Vipera berus BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1

reptile Slow-worm Anguis fragilis BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1

terrestrial mammal Vespertilionidae Vespertilionidae BAP Priority London; Cons Regs 1994 Sch2; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4b; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 

9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1

terrestrial mammal Pipistrellus Pipistrellus BAP Priority London; Cons Regs 1994 Sch2; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4b; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 

9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1

terrestrial mammal Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus BAP Priority London; Cons Regs 1994 Sch2; Hab&Spp Dir Anx 4; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4b; 

W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1

terrestrial mammal Daubenton's Bat Myotis daubentonii BAP Priority London; Cons Regs 1994 Sch2; Hab&Spp Dir Anx 4; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4b; 

W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1

terrestrial mammal Lesser Noctule Nyctalus leisleri BAP Priority London; Cons Regs 1994 Sch2; Hab&Spp Dir Anx 4; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4b; 

W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1
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terrestrial mammal Natterer's Bat Myotis nattereri BAP Priority London; Cons Regs 1994 Sch2; Hab&Spp Dir Anx 4; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4b; 

W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1

terrestrial mammal Noctule Bat Nyctalus noctula BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National; Cons Regs 1994 Sch2; Hab&Spp Dir Anx 4; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4a; W&CA 

Act Sch5 Sec 9.4b; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1

terrestrial mammal Nathusius's Pipistrelle Pipistrellus nathusii BAP Priority London; Cons Regs 1994 Sch2; Hab&Spp Dir Anx 4; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4b; 

W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1

terrestrial mammal Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National; Cons Regs 1994 Sch2; Hab&Spp Dir Anx 4; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4a; W&CA 

Act Sch5 Sec 9.4b; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1

terrestrial mammal European Water Vole Arvicola terrestris BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4b

terrestrial mammal West European Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National

terrestrial mammal European Otter Lutra lutra BAP Priority London; BAP Priority National; Cons Regs 1994 Sch2; Hab&Spp Dir Anx 2; Hab&Spp Dir Anx 4; W&CA Act 

Sch5 Sec 9.4a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.4b; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5a; W&CA Act Sch5 Sec 9.5b; W&CA Sch 5 Sec 9.1
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• London Wildlife Trust

• Natural England

• Environment Agency

• Herts and Middlesex Bat Group

• Lee Valley Regional Park Authority

• Froglife

• Greenspace Information for Greater London

• London Biodiversity Partnership

• Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group

• Capel Manor

• Enfield Lock Conservation Volunteers

Appendix 2 – List of organisations involved in the Enfield BAP partnership to date

The following organisations are members of the Enfield 
BAP partnership and we would like to thank them for 
their contribution to this document:

Document produced by Giles Sutton for the London Borough of Enfield



Nature for People: A Biodiversity Action Plan for Enfield42   

Appendix 3 – Glossary of terms

Biodiversity Action Reporting System (BARS): 
The UK’s Biodiversity Action Plan reporting system. It 
includes national, local and company Biodiversity Action 
Plans (BAPs) and the Biodiversity Strategies and Action 
Plans of all four countries. http://www.ukbap-reporting.
org.uk/

Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP):  
A plan that sets targets and actions for the conservation 
of biodiversity. A BAP normally consists of a set of 
Habitat Action Plans and Species Action Plans.  

Biodiversity: 
The variety of life and its processes; including the variety 
of living organisms, the genetic differences amongst 
them, and the communities and ecosystems in which 
they occur.

Ecosystem services (or natural services): 
Components of nature, directly enjoyed, consumed,  
or used to yield human well-being

Ecosystem: 
A community of plants, animals and microorganisms, 
along with their environment, that function together as a 
unit; an ecosystem can be as large as a rain forest or as 
small as a rotting log.

Greenspace Information for Greater London: 
The capital’s open space and biodiversity records centre 
- it collates, manages and makes available detailed 
information on London’s wildlife, parks, nature reserves, 
gardens and other open spaces. http://www.gigl.org.uk/ 

Habitat Action Plan (HAP): 
A plan for the protection and enhancement of a particular 
type of habitat.

Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP): 
A Biodiversity Action Plan at the local level

London Biodiversity Partnership: 
A group of public, private and voluntary organisations 
from inside and outside nature conservation. Together, 
we deliver London’s Biodiversity Action Plan. http://www.
lbp.org.uk/ 

NERC biodiversity duty:  
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 
Biodiversity Duty - Section 40  states that “Every public 
authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, 
so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those 
functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.” 

NI 197:  
National indicator 197 in local authority Local Area 
Agreements Improved Local Biodiversity – proportion of 
Local Sites where positive conservation management is 
being achieved

Priority habitat: 
A habitat that is chosen for priority action in biodiversity 
action planning, because it is under particular threat or is 
characteristic of a particular region.  

Priority species:  
A species that is chosen for priority action in biodiversity 
action planning, because it is under particular threat or is 
characteristic of a particular region.  

Species Action Plan:  
A plan for the protection and enhancement of a particular 
species or group of species
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www.enfield.gov.uk




